
 

  

Calendar                            

January, 2017 

Winter Break                         

12/22/16—1/4/2017 

Students return 

1/5/2017  

Coffee Chat Thursday                                                                                                                                                         

January 5, 7:30-8:30AM 

Wednesday, 1/11, 5:30 

AASD vs. GSD  

Basketball  

Monday, 1/16 

MLK Day 

School Closed 

Friday, 1/21 

ASL class  

Registration Deadline 

Saturday, 1/28 

ASL classes begin 

Save the Date                                                    

School Council Meeting                        

Tuesday, February 14, 2017                 

1:30-3:00 PM 

                                 

 

 

__________________________ 

https://www.facebook.com/

AtlantaAreaSchoolfortheDeaf/                         

More detailed information 

can be found at 

www.AASDweb.com 

Our mission at Atlanta Area School for the Deaf is to provide a language-rich, student-centered learning environment through 
American Sign Language and English for the purpose of empowering our students to live independent, fulfilling lives and to 
become productive, contributing members of society. 

AASD • 890 Indian Creek Drive  Clarkston, GA  30021 • (404) 296-7101 • aasdweb.com 

Vanessa Robisch, Superintendent • vrobisch@doe.k12.ga.us • (404) 296 - 7101 

Atlanta Area School for the Deaf 
PANTHER TRACKS 

Holiday Edition 2016 
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Panther Tracks : Atlanta Area School for the Deaf 
 

Panther Tracks : Atlanta Area School for the Deaf Holiday Edition 

         

 

   

  

                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

Miss Lauren’s high school math class put on a fantastic fashion show this month.  

 

The show was the culmination of a math project with several components.  It included a trip to the thrift store                 

for some stylish clothes. Students learned to calculate and stay within their budget as they shopped, even      

keeping sales tax in mind! Later they practiced for the fashion show. Those attending the show were charged    

a penny which the math group converted to dollars and added to their calculations.  

Tying in English Language Arts, the students wrote a short paragraph about their outfits using descriptive       

adjectives. Those paragraphs were then signed in ASL, video-taped, and played as part of the fashion show. 

The project was a huge success and students were delighted, as you can see in the photos below!                             

Families of students who participated will receive DVD’s of the performance courtesy of our AMP team. 
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September 2016 

 

Whether you have a basic sign vocabulary, a ‘family’ language,                                                               

or are proficient our ASL classes are for you! 

                                                                                      

As your child matures clear, regular communication with your entire family                                                   

is essential for healthy development.  

This year we are offering  Levels 1, 2 and 3, a sibling class for ages 9-15 and childcare! 

Any relative or friend of an AASD student can take class for FREE.                                                           

Simply send in a deposit of $40.00 for every two people registering..                                                        

If 6 of the 8 classes are attended deposits will be fully refunded.  

Class times: Saturday mornings 10:00AM-12:00PM, at AASD, January 28-March 25.                                                   

NO class February 18. 

 

Registration forms can be found on the last page of this newsletter. 

 

Contact Patti or Nella for details. 

Plombardi@doe.k12.ga.us, 404-300-5858 

Mginocchio@doe.k12.ga.us, 404-300-5881 
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Panther Tracks : Atlanta Area School for Holiday Edition 2017 

 
 

 

Our middle and high school ASL class students have produced a fantastic  Winter Performance this 

year. We know the audience will really enjoy this version of a much loved holiday story. The ASL team 

of teachers is very proud of the students’ flexibility and how quickly they have learned their lines.                

Working on a big project like this helps students learn how to use ASL grammar rules, use the language 

in dialogues and recognize some tendencies of Deaf Culture. 

Our culinary students provided a delicious soup and potato dinner before the show. Many other people 

also contributed to the show including the art department, staff who helped with students after school 

and the technical support and interpreting team.  
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Due to distance, many AASD students often do not have time outside of school to be with their peers. Thanks to Katie 
Davis, our new activities director, this is changing. Forty students are thriving in our current after school programs which 
include an hour of tutoring, then a variety of programing from 3:45 – 4:45PM (Athletes are in practice until 6:00PM.)  
Some counties provide late bus transportation. Other students take MARTA or are picked up by parents or carpools        

     Current Programs* 
Volleyball, Basketball, Cheerleading  Wrestling, Tutoring, STEM Engineering, Holiday Treats Cooking Class  

 

 Program Topics Coming Second Semester 
Cooking Class, Sports: Rules and Fundamentals, Etiquette and Manners, Book Club, Cheerleading, Tumbling,  

Driver’s Ed,  Community Service, Spring Track and Field and Baseball  
 

If you’d like to know more, contact Katie Davis,kadavis@doe.k12.ga.us or VP (678) 288-4246 

*Details for the new semester are not finalized. Look for flyers with details coming soon! 

 

 

 

  
  

AASD’s Varsity Panther basketball teams 

played a game against Central Christian 

School in Atlanta at the Philips Arena.     

Students loved playing on the same court 

the Hawks use!  

Players and coaches also stayed 

downtown to attend the NBA game 

and watch the Hawks beat the Miami 

heat! 

Parents and friends who attended, helped us raise $250 for AASD Athletics through their ticket sales. 

mailto:kadavis@doe.k12.ga.us
tel:(678)%20288-4246
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An Annual Competition Sponsored by  

Gallaudet University 

Students in grades 5 through 8 from Deaf schools around the country are given a reading list 
each year. Students read and prepare during the fall and competitions are held in December   
and January.   
                           
Teams from the Deaf schools compete against each other via live streamed video, answering                      
questions from a moderator at Gallaudet. Teachers choose AASD’s team members based on 
their reading level. 
 
Thanks to our Media Cast system the competitions are streamed live around the school,               
allowing students, teachers and staff to tune in and watch the action. 
                                                                                                                                                                     

 
Panther Tracks : Atlanta Area School for Holiday Edition 2017 

  

        Blue Team  
Trinity Arreola , Katrina Callaway, Elizabeth Peterson,                 
Makayla Smith, Briley Carter 

           Green Team  
Carly Ortega, Carlos Whitt, Shakierah Porter, Jaquelin Garcia  
 Jennifer Flores  



 

7 

 

 

Holidays are perfect for spending time with family and friends,  

but for families with a mix of deaf and hearing members, there can be added stress. 

 

How do I include my deaf child?  How will my family communicate with him?  

How can I help create positive, memorable experiences for all my children? 

  

Below are some easy, suggestions that encourage your deaf child  

and enable your extended family and friends  

to see the beautiful additions that occur by having a deaf family member.  

  

·         Keep TV captions turned on. Printed English support helps children of all reading levels. 

·         Make or buy placemats with ASL finger-spelled alphabet – a great way to start communication. 

·         Keep an ASL dictionary or an iPad with some ASL sites bookmarked for quick access to signs. 

·         Provide name tags for family members that include something interesting about the person. 

·         Ask your child to think about name signs for extended family members. 

·         Encourage guests to learn some ASL they can use when communicating with your child. 

·         Have a small white board and dry erase markers available. 

          Family members can write, draw, or play tic tac toe with your child. Any way they can connect! 

·         Seating arrangements are important. Long tables make it hard to see everyone.  

          If that is what you have, perhaps sit your deaf child at the head of the table where they can see              

          everyone best.        

·         Limit tall centerpieces, and dim lighting. Your child needs to see faces, read lips, see signs,   

          and feel part of things. 

·         Play games that are visual and interactive like Pictionary, Charades, Go-Fish, and Uno. 

 

 Consider getting an interpreter. DEAF, Inc. provides free interpreting services for up to two hours for                     

holiday dinner  http://www.deafinc.net/   

 Let your deaf child take pictures or video to document your holiday.  Giving them a job helps them feel 

valued and included. http://cdercsouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Activities-I-can-do-with-my-

child-during-holidays-1.pdf 

  http://www.deafparenting.com/deaf-parenting/deaf-parenting-holidays-communication-tips-for-families-

with-deaf-children/· Don’t let anyone say, “It’s not important,” or “I’ll tell you later,” to your deaf 

child. Where there is a will, there is a way! 

 
Everyone is part of the family.  

As you implement some of these ideas you and your guests will see the  

wonderful growing person your deaf child is. 

 

Happy Holidays For All! 
  

http://www.deafinc.net/
http://cdercsouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Activities-I-can-do-with-my-child-during-holidays-1.pdf
http://cdercsouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Activities-I-can-do-with-my-child-during-holidays-1.pdf
http://www.deafparenting.com/deaf-parenting/deaf-parenting-holidays-communication-tips-for-families-with-deaf-children/
http://www.deafparenting.com/deaf-parenting/deaf-parenting-holidays-communication-tips-for-families-with-deaf-children/
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American Sign Language Classes 

Saturdays, 10:00AM - 12:00PM 
January 28 - March 25, 2017* 

Please complete this form and return it along with your deposit by Friday, January 20, 2017.  

 

For questions or more details contact AASD 404-296-7101 or  

Patti Lombardi at 404-272-2769 plombardi@doe.k12.ga.us  

 

 

How do you prefer to be contacted? (Circle one or more) Email? Phone? Text? 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Phone: 

  

Email: 

Street: 

  

City, State: Zip code: 

Are you related to a student at AASD? Please write their name and your relation below: 

  

How did you hear about our classes? 

  

Which class are you interested in? 

_____ ASL Beginner 1 for adults ages 15 and over 

_____ASL Beginner 2 for adults ages 15 and over 

_____ASL Beginner 3 for adults ages 15 and over 

_____Siblings and friends class for children ages 10 - 14., Name (s) of children registering: 

 

__________________________________,______________________________ 

Please indicate your choice above. Final class level is determined after instructor evaluation. 

mailto:plombardi@doe.k12.ga.us
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Childcare 

Childcare is available for children who have registered ages 2 – 9.  

No walk-in childcare is available. Cost is $5.00 per child, per class session. 

Child’s name:                                                                 Age: 

Tuition: 

Kindly indicate your registration status below. 

     AASD* family member, FREE with $40.00 deposit. Refunds available if 6 of the 8 classes are attended.                       

the deposit may be applied to 2 family members only. 

 

      Sibling/ friend class, $20.00 deposit if registering with an adult. Deposit will be refunded if 6 of the 8     

classes are attended. The deposit may be applied to 2 family members only.  

 

      Community member adult classes, $80.00 non-refundable tuition 

 

      Childcare $5.00 per child, per class.  

Payment - Kindly indicate what applies: 

 

1. (AASD, GAPINES or GSD family members only) My payment of ________________ is a deposit for     

myself and _______________________.  

2. (AASD, GAPINES or GSD family members only) My payment of __________________is for the sibling/

friend class. 

3. My payment of ___________________________ is my 8 week tuition for adult ASL class. 

4. My payment of ___________________________is for _____________weeks of childcare. 

 

All registration forms can be sent to school with students or mailed to: 

AASD 890 North Indian Creek Dr. Clarkston, GA 30021 

 

Classes fill quickly. Registrations are currently being accepted. 

The deadline to register is Friday, January 20, 2017m. 

 

* Due to the holiday weekend, there is no class on Saturday, February 18. 


